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LA RC4 Co » Leading a coalition to establish public funding for an evidence-based
m program to reduce unintended pregnancies through LARC

Colorado is reducing unplanned pregnancy.

Introduction How Colorado Advocates Secured LARCs for All in 8 Steps:

Publicly funded family planning services have been available in Colorado for 1. Gain Understanding of Coalition History: Including the relationships among coalition members. 7. Engage Policymakers and Provide the Support they Need.
more than 45 years. In 2008, funding was awarded to the Department of A coronso Rcnmanmmscu

¢/ | Department of Public

Health & Environment

Public Health and Environment (CDPHE) to expand existing family planning 2. Agree on a Coalition Goal: Allow all coalition members to discuss their long-term goals, and come to an agreement on a common goal o e

. . . ag . . . . . . . b - - . - . . - b ) I am writing to you today to urge your support for the funding in the Long Bill for a program that is making a real, tangible difference for our commu Colorado
services. This initiative included educating providers and increasing access to for the coalition. Engage in honest conversations about the priority of the shared policy goal within each coalition member’s agenda. sevn S50

can be accomplished with modest additional funding. Financial barriers may keep some women from accessing family planning care, so ensuring 2014 Children (Under 18) in POVEI’tyZ 15.6% 17.7%

they can choose the contraceptive method that works best for them, including the most effective forms of contraception, is sound policy. For a rel:

contraceptivecounselingandtothe mosteffective birthcontrolmethods,long-

In Adams County alone, nearly 6,000 women have been able to access the most effective forms of family planning since 2009, when additional fu

acting reversible contraception (LARC). These methods—IUDs and hormonal 3. Secure Expert Communications and Messaging Support and Ensure Equity in Messaging. 009 | 2014 | coamge | 2009

F and nationally, thirty percent of all teenage girls who drop out of school cite pregnancy and parenthood as key reasons. Children born to parents will i
rom 2009-2014

2015 Dropout Rate’ 2.4% 3.0%

Colorado
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Change
2009-2014

escape this cycle of poverty, only about two-thirds of children born to teen mothers earn a high school diploma, compared to 81 percent of their p:

the lives of women and families by allowing women to finish their educations, chart their own futures, and become financially secure before startiny

Implants—can work for up to 12 years and are proven to be safe and effective ZUE7E
P t irt ith Medicai i
. . . . . Ehc NBII] uork ﬁillleﬁ http://nyti. ms/THOFQJ d COIOerO'S Statewide there have been strong results as well. Between 2009 and 2014, we reduced unplanned pregnancies for young women ages 15 to 29, ¢ pz;i:ZnSSOL:rrces(vaV;es ‘|5€7 1‘;:)6” o prma 76% 79%
fo r WO m e n b u t a re eX p e n S I Ve O n t h e fro n t e n d C re at I n g f I n a n C I a | b a r r I e rS to -I-een birl-h rG-I-e dropped the teen abortion rate by 48 percent. While these are impressive outcomes, my support is about more than the numbers. This program i1 Total live births to women ages 20-29°
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Percent of births with Medicaid as primary
nt source (ages 20-29)

SCIENCE plU mi |eTed families, and has improved our community. In addition, it means a decreased need for women and their families to access government program 48% 54%

support.

48% urge you to SUPPORT funding for this critical expansion of the Colorado family planning program ors doing business in Adams County’
Ith Department

access. Given the opportunity to choose from the full range of methods, more

Colorado’s Effort Against Teenage

women choose LARCs because of their reliability and effectiveness. IlUD and e snContel Pregnancies Is a Startling Success
iImplant use among family planning clients in Colorado using contraception sfv“C“Af by SABRINATAVERNISE. 501y 201 —
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when nationally, only 12 percent of women who used contraception use these " loverte:
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. . . rew from 4.5 percent ® e contraception use t! the method that works b o @Wmakers agree ¢, allocate ad01_7 fiscal year. After — edan additional $7,5 million fo ) -« Community First Foundation Week of March 21 ThIS. week has two potential outcomgs .
I I I I p rove I | | e n tS I n p u b | I C h e a | t h percent of women who _ men to choose to use ber of people using gover e m;”‘o”f but as more health in ditional state funding jn thigy relecting attempts ¢ increas fr,ts EXisting family *  The Community Foundation Serving Boulder County 1. The JBC finishes its work on March 18, the Long Bill is engrossed and the House
o t enabling WO d the number " this program With & Ndividuals get Surance policjes Year’s budget, T e funding in 2015 +  The Denver Foundation . ) . Thisi
do's experience shows mah rates, abortion rates a‘“‘o‘d‘ penefits thro hthis | ——, /‘fa/rh Nsurance access throy :Xpand dCCess to a broader arr e additiona) "equest in 2015 e *  Global Health Foundation Colorado is reducing unplanned pregnancy. debates the bgdget ThIS includes early week caucus debates for each party and
o Oh‘ect\\/e at reducing BIth 000 women have FeCeR= 8 Vedicaid, and new ang jgeg oot ! OHr3CEPtiVe options s % * Kaiser Fermanenis Colorado second and third readings on the floor.
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mem}\speﬂ o date, more th2n > reduced the budgeg pearr - S ™S Of long-acting ;:: 5:,':,,‘1:::"Fi‘,‘;‘r',‘:;,,?;,?:;"c‘j,‘j,':‘;;:""’ i dialis Budget Timeline and Considerations 2. The JBC needs time this week to finish its work and the rest of the calendar is
assistance- | v oal ~ededto continye to sep 1 .

pushed out by approximately one additional week.

The state budget development process is separate and distinct from typical legislative

o T h e b I rt h ra t e fo r yo u n g WO m e n a g e S 1 5 -1 9 fe | | 4 8 p e rce nt fro m 2 O O 9 to LARC4COcom Colorado is reducmg Un,ol'cmned pregnancy. processes. The Joint Budget Committee (JBC) considers each department’s budget in “hearings” e Week of March 28 (or April 4): Senate debates the budget including early week caucus

called figure-setting hearings. The figure-setting hearing schedule for JBC is quite fluid, but . .
4 g 4 there are some milestones we know. The following dates represent our best thinking as to the debates for each party and second and third readings on the floor.
2 01 y a n d t h e b I rt h ra te fo r WO I I I e I I a g eS 2 O to 2 fe | | 2 O p e rce n t . likely process milestones and timeline for the state’s budget development (and is reflective of ! X .
I e Late March/Early April: The long bill goes to conference committee, made up of the JBC
the JBC calendar as revised on February 8). . . .
members. Any areas of divergence between the House and Senate versions of the bill

will be reviewed. The conference committee is also granted authority to go beyond the

5 o o . . 4. ath r and Shar Data t su rt M ssa s. scope,whichmeanétheconferencecommitteecandiscussanyaspectofthebudget
e The number of teens giving birth for the second or third time dropped Sl € O suppo essage Percent Decline in Teen Birth Rate by State, 2009-2014 - Tuesday,Fe 23 COPHE scheduletfo Figure Sttng (Pt 2072)

by 5 8 p e rce nt betwee n 2 O O 9 a n d 2 O_I 4 . e Late March/Early April: The long bill returns to both chambers for final approval.

e Monday, Feb 22: CDPHE scheduled for Figure Setting (Part 1 of 2)

e Friday, March 18: March revenue forecast released by Leg Council and OSPB; OSPB and
staff come-backs, which are items left unresolved during final figure setting

Clients Served by Colorado Family Planning Program Births to Teen Women Who Were Already Mothers
70000 0.25 1
* The abortion rate among women ages 15-19 fell by 48 percent and 02
among women ages 20-24 by 18 percent between 2009 and 2014. R 0.7
0.15 - Dﬁ:l;av;fnare
y . . B Men Served (Other Services) 0.15 R e s u I t s :
e In 2014, CDPHE’s family planning program spent an average of $404 = Women Served (Other Services . e
O o O o o O 0 o Women Served (IUD or Implant Users)
per patient for a family planning visit. The average Medicaid birth costs . = Colorado Additional funding for the family planning program in Colorado was
more than $11,500 per woman. established. Ensuring women have access to the most effective methods of
0 ; ; . ; ; ; ; ; ; . ! .
" ‘ ‘ ‘ | ‘ - birth control enables them to create the best future for themselves and support
: 5 5 on 2009 2010 20m 2012 2013 2014 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014
At the end of 2014, private funding for the program expired. A coalition, led 2

oy th 'orado Children’ ; ‘ g 5 " th a healthy start for their children. And because teenagers have much higher
y the Colorado Children’s Campaign, formed to work together with CDPHE rates of unintended pregnancies than other women, this initiative benefits

to advocate for public funding to continue the initiative. The coalition led 5. Ensure Strategy Meets Needs of Coalition Members and 6. Establish Coalition Communications and two generations of Colorado kids.
a massive effort to pass needed legislation and succeeded in attracting Share Messaging Decision-making Protocols.

media attention from around the country. Despite a robust legislative and
communications strategy, the bill stalled in the state Senate. Local private
funders provided gap-year funding forthe programin 2015 while the coalition ssue Messaging
organized for a second year’s effort. e S
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Following is a list of resources available to the coalition should various levels of outreach and engagement be necessary ConﬂiCting Legi5|ative Priorities Coalition DeCiSiOI‘\-Making Process

ichel -817- ichele@michel Iting. d she will identif h - 14 1 1 . ' '
GeneralBudget Statemens Vil e 130317551001 il o nd el e nte Successful advocacy coalition management requires relationship building and

. . (letters to the editor/op ed).
Reach out to members of the House and Senate with the following messages on the budget and 1. Issues related to IUDs as abortifacient compromising reproductive justice or the ability to provide needed care to Coloradans during sensitive

. Opponents o i proam have consistenty used i argument o oppse medical bas Bl R S S R open and transparent communication. The steps outlined in this presentation

family planning in Colorado. But medical science is not on their side. Medical consensus is that information about from coalition leadership team. get additional funding for family planning into the budget without amendment
e We understand the tough budget year state lawmakers are facing and appreciate their pregnancy begins when a fertilized egg is implanted. aCﬁ;i?ezPuttclanf;m bet ’ A AdLR
continued support of this medically-based, data-proven successful program that allows sy e iy If a conflict arises: Can e p g uigae O er COoalltions to successtul results.
all women to choose the form of family planning that is right for them. Allowing women 2. lIssues related to parental consent Coalition social media | Platforms can provide N/A Michele Ames manages with input 1. Coalition leaders from the Colorado Children’s Campaign and Colorado Association of Local
to choose the most-effective forms of birth control helps them to attain their education e Parental consent really is a separate issue. Government cannot mandate healthy family !nform;“tm abo:tbthe ; from coalition leadership team. Public Health Organizations receive input from lobbyists about best course forward.
. . - . . . . . . . . . Issue, but canno! e use -~ . .
goals and create strong and financially secure families. communication. Most youth include their parents in decisions around all of their reproductive e AR DT 2. Coalition leaders schedule call with the subcommittee to recommend path forward and seek
o ) ) ) o health care. For those who do not, these laws can prevent them from getting help from a topic. input from the subcommittee.
o 3 - P e We support the decision to continue family planning funding in the state budget trusted adult. Laws requiring parental notice or consent actually may endanger the young Member grass tops Many coalition partners | Will be done in membership associations, )
| n 1 t e O O ra O I re n S a I I l pa I g n CO - e t e LA R 4 Coa I t I O n because we know it saves the state of Colorado money in the long run. It’s a public women they purport to protect by increasing the possibility of illegal and self-induced abortion, organizing have valuable state-level | partnership with physician groups, direct health If subcommittee cannot come to agreement:
health program that is a proven success. family violence, suicide, later abortions, and unwanted childbirth. ;i::aotr:;‘::ct:;yafjn Coalitopicateishi ;;sgowders L L 3. Email describing current conflicting issues sent to coalition, each coalition member can take any
= L = D 0 0 ' ) ' ' * Most major medical organizations oppose parental consent laws because they do not achieve Member grassroots Many,coalition pam;ers Will be done in COLOR; NARAL Planned individual position, but cannot speak on behalf of the coalition.
Og e e r W I e O O ra O SS OC I a I O n O Oca u I C ea I C I a S . ro u g e In 2014, the Colorado Department of Public Health’s family planning program spent the intended benefit of promoting family communication but do increase the risk of harm to the organizing have valuable partnership with Parenthood :
If subcommittee can come to an agreement

an average of $404 per patient for a family planning visit. The average Medicaid young woman by delaying access to appropriate medical care. community-level coalition leadership.
relationships they can
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"COLORADO CHILDREN’S CAMPAIGN

. . . . . . . . ® Colorado’s experience shows that enabling women to choose to use the method of PR :\]\Tp{m[y,’f:;,:wm NDS‘:,D‘,CWMU?,CW
t h e Coa I I t I O n 3 We Sec u red a $ 2 . 5 m I | I I O n I n C rea S e I n fu n d I n g to S u p po rt t h I S ?;gg;c;nt:zlntgia;:;rtissiiszgogetr;n;t'z:gzct)t;‘?‘;'oie:;’iisegrizgz igsnzsoblyﬂr;l\éve 3. Isstzl:S:;)elated to defunding Planned Parenthood (or otherwise setting them apart negatively in h and advocat

percent, and with that the need for women to use government programs. Colorado « Planned Parenthood is a trusted health care provider for 80,000 Coloradans across the state.

prOgI’am The CO”abOI’atlve effort bL“lt blpart|san Support for empoweﬂng has experienced some of the largest declines in the teen birth rate in the countn They provide vital services including birth control, cancer screenings, ST! testing and annual

woman wellness exams. To single them out is a mistake that will hurt woman and their families

more individuals to plan if and when they want to become pregnant. y 1580 Lincoln Street, Suite 420 °© Denver, CO 80203
coloradokids.org




